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Why Dads on Duty?

• DoD brings men from the family into the school 
to create a positive, welcoming, and 
encouraging environment for students, teachers 
and  administrators. Male volunteers help create 
a deeper family bond with their school.

• DoD volunteers help students feel encouraged, 
upbeat, positive, valued, appreciated, and 
confident with smiles, warm greetings, high-
fives, kind words, and acts of service. 

• DoD volunteers support teachers with project 
assistance, general errands, special requests 
and deliveries, and help administrators and staff 
by helping wherever an additional positive adult 
presence is useful.
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Program Goals

1) Be a warm, welcoming presence without dominating the 
moment

2) Be a role model without judgment
3) Be a good example without correcting poor behavior
4) Be available without being disruptive
5) Be approachable and available without being a burden
6) Be upbeat and positive to encourage students and 

teachers
7) Be obedient in service, not drawing attention to yourself
8) Be infectious in attitude and humble in service
9) Be self-funding, generous and giving 
10) Be unwavering in selfless service



Activities and Responsibilities
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• Welcome students during morning arrival time; help 
with car-line doors

• Deliver packages, classroom supplies and parent drop-
off items from front office to classrooms

• Greet students in hallways with a smile or high-fives 
(without being disruptive)

• Be introduced on morning announcements with your 
child, deliver him or her to the classroom after (do not 
enter classroom)

• Encourage students through conversation, humor, 
high-fives, and positive reinforcement during recess

• Eat with your child at their lunchtime, visit at recess

• Send students off with a smile by assisting with 
afternoon dismissal







Volunteer Code of Conduct
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• Volunteer Do’s (ALWAYS):
• Be upbeat, positive & encouraging to students
• Take direction from teachers & administrators
• Use adult (not student) restrooms
• Expect to serve the full day when you serve
• Respect student confidentiality & boundaries
• Exhibit role-model-like behavior
• Follow the schedule you receive when you 

arrive to serve with no deviation to schedule
• When delivering items, knock on the door and 

leave items on the floor outside the door
• Respect school rules:

• not hats or hoods inside school, no chewing gum
• always be silent in hallways

• Volunteer Don’ts (NEVER):
• Be alone with one student
• Discipline or touch a student
• Use a mobile phone inside the school
• Use profanity, alcohol or drugs, or carry a 

weapon on property
• Share political or religious views
• Wear a hat or logo sportswear
• Share food with students
• Spend excessive or unauthorized time  

near your student’s classroom



Preparing to Volunteer
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Dads on Duty Volunteers:
• Must have at least one child registered in school

• Dads, Grandfathers
• Other father-figures (may require household 

approval)
• Service limited to 2x/year

Attend training:
• ask questions
• get your DOD shirt
• sign up for service

One week 
before:
• Email teacher for 

classroom access 
permission

• Refamiliarize 
yourself with 
resources at 
patrickdod.com

Day of service:
• arrive ready to 

serve at 7:30
• check in at front 

office for lanyard, 
visitor pass and 
Daily Planner

• Follow the 
schedule without 
deviation unless 
requested 
otherwise by 
teacher or admin



Summary

• This is a pilot program
• We’re on trial and we want Dads on Duty to be 

a valuable program for the school.
• Zero tolerance for unhealthy behavior or non-

conformance to job description or program 
rules. 

• First violation subject to dismissal by the 
program administrator.

• Helpful tips
• Wear comfortable shoes and clothes for inside 

and outside service
• Stay in your lane! We are not a security or 

disciplinary force. But if you see something, 
say something to school administration.

PATRICK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

• This is a self-funding program, with no cost to the 
school.
• Startup costs ($1,310):

• Buy web domain, hosting contract: $360
• Create landing page/website: $425
• Shirts, lanyards, stickers: $525

• Please consider making a $30 contribution
• Excess funds will be applied to next year’s 

costs.



Before You Leave Today

• Get a bag with a shirt
• Sign up for service
• Sign your attendance with email address

• I’ll send a handout
• Get my Venmo or Zelle if you’re willing to help with costs
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